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Experimental performance at Skidmore's new Tang Museum will feature
Skidmore faculty, students, guest artists, and alumni

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. -The Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery at Skidmore College will
present three showings of Satie/Cage Tango, an experimental performance work created by nearly
two dozen Skidmore faculty, students, alumni, and guest artists. A blend of music, dance, art,
readings, and audience participation reflecting the new museum's interdisciplinary spirit, Tango will
be performed at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 11, then at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 12, and again at 8
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 14. All three performances will be free and open to the public. SSpace is
limited; for more information, please call the Tang at 518-580-8080.

Presented in conjunction with the new museum's inaugural exhibition, SOS: Scenes of Sounds, Tango
takes as its starting points two masterworks of 20th-century piano music: Sports and
Divertissements, composed in 1914 by the witty and irreverent French composer Erik Satie (1866-
1925), and Sonatas and Interludes for Prepared Piano, from the influential avant-garde American
composer John Cage (1912-1992). Both works will be played by concert pianist and Skidmore
President Emeritus David H. Porter.

Sports sets to word and music 20 vignettes of human diversions, ranging from hunting, yachting, and
fishing to flirtation and dancing (including a "Perpetual Tango" danced by the devil and his family.)
Original choreography created for Satie's work by Mary DiSanto-Rose, director of the college's
dance program, will be performed by Skidmore student dancers and visiting guest artist Yoel
Cassell.

As the brief vignettes segue into each other, Satie's playful accompanying text will be read aloud in
French by Skidmore Professor of French John Anzalone; the text will also appear in the program in
both a literal translation and one rendered by Satie's admirer, John Cage. The work will be
complemented by projections of prints created expressly for the piece by artist Charles Martin, in
pochoir, a stenciling medium popular in the first decades of the 20th century.

Cage's Sonatas and Interludes for Prepared Piano, completed between 1946 and 1948, will be
performed in a second space within the Tang, on a piano "prepared" in advance by the insertion of
some 80 objects - screws, bolts, a large eraser, pieces of plastic and rubber, etc. - between its
strings to create lyrical and percussive sounds similar to those of a Balinese gamelan. To accompany
the piece, Associate Professor of Dance Debra Fernandez has choreographed movement to take
place simultaneously in different spaces of the Tang. Fernandez's cast of 13 includes Skidmore
visiting-artist Cassell, current student dancers, professional alumni dancers, and actors from New
York City. Installation artist Margo Mensing of the college's art faculty will direct a series of activities
in conjunction with the work, some of which will involve the audience.

"There will be a certain zaniness to some of the proceedings, as is only right with Cage and Satie,"
says Porter, who calls the events "eye-, ear-, and attention-catching." But, he adds, the performances
also exemplify "the cross-disciplinary and experimental activities the Tang is meant to encourage."

The Tang Museum at Skidmore College is open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday, closed
Mondays and major holidays. On view through January 28, 2001, are SOS: Scenes of Sounds, an



exhibit of art about sound; Vik Muniz, idiosyncratic works from a contemporary photographer; and
recent additions to the college's permanent art collection. For more information about exhibitions
and events, call the Tang at 518-580-8080.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


